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CRANIAL Reaion (continued.)-—Having 
passed over the external surface of the crani- 
um, we may next remove the vault or calvaria, 
so as to expose the interior. As this becomes 
a frequent duty with the physician when in 
quest of pathological changes, the method of 
accomplishing it will not be unacceptable. 
After the scalp has been thrown down in the 
manner specified in a former communication, 
a knife should be run round the exposed bones, 
from the superciliary ridges to the occipital 
protuberance. This serves the double purpose 
of dividing the periosteum and furnishing a 
line to direct the saw. The head being now 
firmly maintained in position, the operator 
should saw through the external table, diploe, 
and into the internal table. The facility with 
which the instrument runs when traversing 
the diploe will inform bim when the inner 
layer of bone is reached. If a hand long 
practiced in such manipulations be using the 
saw, even the vitreous layer may be divided 
quite through without injury to the membranes 
within ; but when such confidence and skill 
are not possessed, a blunt chisel should next 
be insetted into the groove cut by the saw, 
until it reaches its floor, which is the internal 
table, = by successive gentle taps passing 





around the head from point to point, the con- 
necting layer of bone will be broken ; this ac- 
complished, let the chisel be now used as a 
lever, or the claw of the hammer employed in 
the same manner to separate the detached 
calvaria. If'at certain places it is found 
firmly adherent to the membrane within, the 
handle or a scalpel used at the same time that 
the vault is being lifted up, will readily effect 
the separation. 

In making the section of the cranial walls 
the direction of the cut, is important. It 
should be inwards, and at the same time down- 
wards, or towards the cranial base. The two 
lines in the annexed figure will exhibit the di- 
rection as well as the relation of the divided 
surfaces. \¥. The advantage will be obvious 
on a moment’s reflection. When the section is 
made directly through, or more correctly on a 
plane parallel with the base, there will be a con- 
stant tendency, when the parts are replaced in 
the vault, to slip off in some direction, and this 
change will be quite visible through the soft 
parts creating a deformity, which however un- 
important and trivial to the physician, leaves 
an unpleasant sense of mutilation upon the 
minds of friends whose feelings of love or 
respect inspire the highest sentiments of re- 
gard for the disposal and adjustment of the 
corporeal remains of their deceased. When it 
is remembered how many cases occur where 
an inspection of the cavities of the body after 
death are so much to be desired, the import- 
ance of such details cannot be over estimated. 
In the oblique division, however, as directed 
above, this displacement cannot take place, as 
the upper section is received without the 
lower. 


Dura Mater.—This is the first exposed of 
319 
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the three importantmembranes which envelope 
the encephalon when the cranial walls are .re- 
moved. Its color is a dull grayish white, and 
is composed of a complex interlacement of 
white fibrous tissue, forming a membrane of 
great strength. Its connection to the interior 
of the cranium is two fold, fibrous and vascular. 
Over its surface are seen, branching in tolera- 
bly straight lines, the blood vessels from which 
this vascular bond is derived. These vessels 
proceed from one or two principal trunks which 
come up from the base of the skull, the great 
meningeal arteries originating from the inter- 
nal maxillary arteries, and reaching the inte- 
rior of the skull through the spinous foraminz 
of the sphenoid bones. The position of these 
main trunks correspond to the anterior inferior 
angles of the parietal bones. Or if a line be 
drawn from the cartilage of the ear to the 
outer part of the orbit, and divided into three 
equal parts, the vessel will be opposite the 
junction of the outer with the middle third. 

If the separation of the dura mater and the 
bone is effected soon after death, the whole in- 
terior surface of the latter will present a red- 
dish tinge, produced by the exuding blood from 
the innumerable ruptured vessels, conveying 
some idea of the vascular supply. These mi- 
nute trunks pass through the vitreous table to 
intermix with the vessels from the exterior, 
and with them to form the diploe plexus. It 
forms, therefore, among other uses, an inter- 
nal periosteum. If the degree of tenacity with 
which it adheres be tested at different portions, 
the result will be as follows: Along the sutures, 
especially the inter-parietal middle part of the 
fronto-parietal and the occipito-parietal, the 
attachment is very firm; over the inner sur- 
face of the squamous portion of the temporal 
bone, the petrous part of the same, and the four 
fossa of the occipital bone, it is very readily 
detached. Along that portion corresponding 
to the median line of the head, are placed 
most generally several little tufis somewhat re- 
sembling granulations—the Paccionian bodies. 
An inspection of the calvaria will exhibit 
grooves and little depressions corresponding to 
branches of the meningeal vessels and these 
Paccionian bodies. 
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The dura mater, by separation and reunion 
of its laminz, forms blood channels, which are 
termed sinuses, the association of which into 
one trunk at the jugular foramen forms the 
commencement of the internal jugular vein. 
If the external layer of the membrane be cut 
through in a line running from the root of the 
nose to the external occipital protuberance, the 
superior longitudinal sinus would be exposed. 
If from this protuberance the membrane be cut 
into, in a line corresponding to the course of 
the superior curved ridge of the occipital bone, 
(this ridge can be felt by running the fingers 
from the occipital protuberance towards the 
mastoid portion of the temporal bone, the con- 
vexity of the curve being above,) the Jateral 
sinus will be exposed. Opposite the occipital 
protuberance, if the dura mater be opened, the 
torcular Herophili is displayed, being a sudden 
amplification of the blood channel, in which 
may be seen orifices of the superior longitudi- 
nal, rectus, occipital, and lateral sinuses. Be- 
tween the crista galli of the ethmoid and the 
frontal bones is a small orifice, described in 
anatomical works as the foramen cecum. In 
this usually is lodged a vein which communi- 
cates on the one hand with the superior longi- 
tudinal sinus, and on the other with the veins 
of the nose. 


Fig. 16. 





The cut represents a view of the dura mater, with the vessels 
proceeding from the great meningeal artery, such as would be 
presented by removing the cranial walls on one side. The twe 
dark lines are designed to furnish an idea of the course of the 
superior longitudinal and lateral sinuses, and the junction of the 
two, the torcular Herophili. 
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Practical Remarks.—The dura mater being 
a fibrous membrane, is liable to rheumatic 
affections ; and so, also, to the consequences of 
tertiary syphilis, as manifested by those pains 
which are so distressing to the patient at night 
after retiring torest. The lymph consequent 
upon its inflammation may become attached to 
the vitreous table, and become converted into 
bone or a structure somewhat analagous in 
external appearance, thus forming a node or 
internal osteophite. Bony growths are some- 
times seen, which may originate in the same 
way (exostoses), projecting like stalactites 
from the inner table, and by pressure upon 
the brain, producing disturbances in the intel- 
lectual manifestations, compression, or epilep- 
tic convulsions. There is a very singular 
formation attending the puerperal state, 
designated puerperal osteophite. In conse- 
quence of having been noticed in cases where 
death had occurred by disease while the 
patients were pregnant, it was supposed by 
some to be the result of changes attending the 
disease, and not as one due to causes connected 
with the gravid condition of the uterus. More 
mature observation, however, has shown this 
not to be the case, as it has been found exist- 
ing in cases of death by accident, at a time 
when the person was pregnant. It has been 
noticed as early as the third month of utero- 
gestation, and will be found to have a prefer- 
ence for the parietal and frontal bones. Some- 
times it is seen as a laminated deposit, the 
laminze corresponding to successive pregnan- 
cies. Pus may exist on this membrane, due 
to change in inflammatory products, and some- 
times producing cerebral compression. Fungus 
granulations may sprout from its surface, also 
cancerous growths, which last are said always 
to be on that portion lining the vault. 

Tubercles occasionally manifest themselves 
on the osseous surface of the dura mater in 
irregular patches, which resemble somewhat 
the cheesy-looking matter which escapes from 
asuppurating gland in a scrofulous subject. 
The Paccionian bodies are sometimes coated 


‘with a grayish-looking material, which might 
-lead a careless observer to confound them with 


tuberculous masses. The distinction is made 
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by softly scraping the surface with the edge 
of a knife, when the collection will be removed, 
and the reticulated appearance of the bodies 
exposed. These bodies themselves have been 
esteemed abnormal productions, with which 
view, however, I cannot concur, and for rea- 
sons which will appear shortly in an article in 
course of preparation, on “The literature, 
anatomy and use of the Paccionian bodies.” 

Where an unusual cluster of these bodies 
exists, and laying among them several small 
vessels from a branch of the meningeal artery, 
a singular change occurs in the cranial bone 
above: the diploe disappears, and the external 
table is thinned out and expanded, so as to 
produce an elevation externally quite distin- 
guishable through the scalp. Two specimens 
illustrative of this condition are now in my 
possession. In very aged persons, the diploe 
disappears along the interpariectal suture, the 
walls becoming very thin by the approximation 
of the two tables in this situation. 

The meningeal vessels run between the dura 
mater and bones, and connect, also, the same 
parts together. When a force is applied to the 
head, it may dissolve this union. How? How- 
ever slight the detachment may be, it must be 
at the expense of some of these blood vessels ; 
and if so, will be followed by hemorrhage. 
The leakage from the ruptured vessels will 
press equally in all directions, but it will gain 
room at the expense of the surface most yield- 
ing, which, of course, will be the dura mater; 
and then will follow cerebral compression by 
an extra-membranous clot. If a large surface 
is separated, this result will occur with con- 
siderable rapidity ; but the fact that even a 
very small patch may be loosened, in which 
case the bleeding will be as it were by drops, 
and the compression not follow for days, or 
perhaps weeks, ought to make us exceedingly 
cautious how we commit ourselves to a prog- 
nosis in cases where no immediate bad conse- 
quence seems to accrue from accident. The 
free communication, between the vessels of the 
scalp and those of the dura mater, constitutes 
a good reason for either the use of leeches or 
blisters to the former, in inflammation involv 
ing the latter. 
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A blow over the temples or behind the head, 
will be more liable to detach the dura mater, 
than elsewhere, as in these localities its attach- 
ment is comparatively slight. Along the 
sutures specified, it would require very marked 
violence to separate it. 

The anatomy of the parts, as explained, also 
shows that in the application of the trephine 
to the head, there are certain points which 
should be avoided, where necessity does not 
compel a resort to it, as, for instance, over the 
course of the trunk of the great meningeal 
artery, the superior longitudinal sinus, the 
occipital protuberance, and the superior curved 
lines of the occipital bone. The efficacy of 
those critical discharges of blood from the 
nose, which are known to exert so salutary an 
influence in the course of diseases attended 
with too great blood pressure on the brain, 
even though the amount lost is not great, will 
be explained by the very direct depletion 
resulting from the communicating vein in the 
foramen coecum. 





Intermittent Forms of Disease in the West. 
By B. Woopwarp, M. D., 
Of Galesburg, Ill. 


Though it is not true “that ague is the type 
of all diseases, and quinine the remedy,’ still 
it is true: that most diseases in the malarial 
districts take, in a greater or less degree, the 
remittent or intermittent form, and that cases 
are rare in which antiperiodics are not indi- 
cated. Not only does this hold good in the 
well recognized diseases, but it may very often 
be found in various anomalous forms of sick- 
ness. I beg leave to give a few cases from my 
own note book. 

Sept. 12, 1851.—Mrs. R., large, robust 
woman, aged 45, has resided on Rock River; 
ill for ten years; has often had ague; com- 
plains of deep seated pain in right thigh and 
side, as high up as the kidney. Has been 
treated for rheumatism for two weeks without 
relief. Pain comes on every day about 8 
A. M., and lasts till near midnight. Bowels 
constipated, dejections clay-colored, urine 
scanty and turbid; has no sense of fever, but 
I found the tongue having the peculiar white, 
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bloodless, broad and flabby appearance, so 
characteristic of ague; pulse 80, but feeble. 
Rk. Hyd. chlor. mit., gr. v. 
Quiniz, Dj. 
Morphiez, gr. ij. M. 

Div. in chart. no. v., and give one every 3 
hours, commencing at midnight. Castor oil 
to be given 3 hours after taking the last 
powder. 

14th.—Found she had had three free move- 
ments of the bowels, and the urine increased. 
Had on the 13th some return of the pain, but 
did not last so long as before. Has had some 
pain to-day, but feels better. 

RK. Quiniz, 5j. 
Ext. tarax. Dij. 

Div. in pil. no. xx.; one to be taken every 
3 hours. 

This course cured her, and she had no re- 
turn of the pain. 

Miss. W., age 20. Has had ague, but not 
within the last three months; has now severe 
pain in left arm, for which she has been treated 
for rheumatism ; no constitutional disturbance. 
Having ascertained that the pain was periodic, 
coming on early in the morning, and lasting 
till near evening, I had her on quinia for a 
couple of days. The pain left her, and did 
not return. 

Mrs. K., age 26, mother of three children, 
is now in commencement of eighth month of 
pregnancy. Has had ague the most of the 
time for four months. Was taken to-day, as 
she supposed, with labor. I found the pains 
constant and severe, evidently from uterine 
contraction; os not at all dilated; bowels ra- 
ther constipated. Ordered enema of starch 
and ol. ricini, with 40 drops of laudanum. 
Pains lasted eight hours, then passed off. On 
the third day I was sent for again, and found 
the same condition obtaining; pulse only 
slightly accelerated; no dilatation of os. I 
did not at this time recognize the true periodic 
character of the pains, but gave } gr. morphia 
to quiet her. Pains lasted as before, 8 hours, 
and then passed away. The third time I was 
sent for, after a like interval, and found all as 
before. Iwas now sure I had to do with a 
masked ague, and put her on quinia. She had 
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no more of the pains for seven days, when they 
returned as before. I had her again on qui- 
nia, and she went to term without any more 
trouble, and had an easy and safe labor, and 
rapid convalescence." 

Dec. 12, 1855.—Amputated the arm of 
Samuel Spear, four inches below the elbow, in 
consequence of destruction of hand and lower 
part of arm by the bursting ofa gun. Through 
the autumn he had ague, but had had none for 
five or six weeks. Everything went on well 
for ten days, when he told me that at 4 A. M. 
he was taken with severe pain in the stump, 
and was now suffering very much from it. 
Examined, and found stump dry and hot, but 
nothing looking like erysipelas, Gave a saline 
cathartic and a little laudanum. Pain lasted 
till midnight. On the next day, in the even- 
ing, I found suppuration re-established and 
arm comfortable. The third day the pain re- 
turned as before; stump dry and hot. I could 
not see him again for a week, in consequence 
of ill health, but was told, when I did see him, 
that every other day this condition had ob- 
tained, though his friends had sent for another 
physician by my request, and he had done 
what he thought best. I ordered, quiniz, 
Dj-; hyd. chlor. mit., gr. iij.; morphia, gr. j. 
Div. in chart. no. v., and give one every four 
hours, to commence as soon as the pain abated. 
He had no more trouble, but the arm healed 
kindly. 

These cases are perhaps more curious than 
practical, but the complications of enteric fever 
with intermittents I have found sometimes 
very troublesome, and at some future period 
may trouble you with them. 





' Dr. Woodward’s experience in this disease is ap 
parently different from that of a writer in one of the 
Southern medical journals a few years since, who 
stated that quinia given during pregnancy would 
cause abortion. Not having tho article to refer to, 
however, there may have been a difference in the 
conditions in which it was given. The quinia may 
have been given in ten grain or scruple doses, and 
the observations made in the earlier stages of preg- 
nancy. Still, we must confess to having had doubts 
of the correctness of the observations at the time. 
If any of our readers can throw additional light 
upon the subject, we would be glad to have them do 
80.—Eps. Mzp. & Sura. Rep. 
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Allustrations of Bospital Aractice. 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
Juty 6TH. 


Service of Dr. Pancoast. 
(Reported by Mr. J. B. Hayes. ) 


Compound Fracture of Arm—Resection of Hume- 
rus.—Dr. Pancoast commenced the clinic to-day by 
the exhibition of a case of injury from a fall. The 
patient was a lad, and received the injury ten days 
before. 

There was a fracture at the line of the sigmoid 
fossa of the humerus, where the two surfaces of the 
bone approximate each other very closely, The 
lower end of the upper fragment sharp, like a chisel, 
was driven forward and cut its way out. 

Dr. P. performed the operation of resection on 
the day of the patient’s admission to the hospital. 
The brachial artery was not torn, and the musculo- 
spiral nerve lay exposed over the end of the bone. This 
is one of the most important nerves of the arm, and 
he carefully avoided injuring it. He slipped it over 
the end of the bone, cut off an inch from the upper 
fragment, placed the arm in a splint, and gave the 
patient diaphoretics and anodynes, and a suppor- 
tive diet. The limb has been irrigated with a weak 
solution of laudanum and lead water. 

The risk of tetanus was great, and he should still 
consider him exposed to it for a fortnight. If the 
patient had tetanic symptoms, he would cut down 
upon the musculo-spiral nerve, and remove an inch 
of it. 

The advantage of resection of the bone here was 
that it relieved the strangulation of the blood vessels 
consequent upon the swelling. The arm is short- 
ened in its long diameter; its short diameter is in- 
creased, and the long incisions are avoided, which 
otherwise he would be compelled to make. 

There has been no interruption of the circulation, 
and it is expected that he will have complete pro- 
nation and supination after recovery. 


Railway Injury—Amputation of Arm.—This ter- 
rific injury was occasioned yesterday by the arm being 
caught between the bumpers of two cars. The pa- 
tient is a very large and corpulent man. He is of 
intemperate habits, and acknowledges to six glasses 
a day. 

There is a dislocation of the head of the radius 
forwards. The brachial artery was crushed, and 
was swinging up and down, an inch long, in a deep 
wound above the bend of the elbow. The clot of 
blood in the artery was sufficiently strong to check 
bleeding, but it might have been driven out; a liga- 
ture was placed upon it. 
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The patient has suffered greatly from the shock; 
he has not now recovered from the remote effects of 
the shock ; this goes so far sometimes that the natu- 
ral resilience of the system is not sufficiently great 
to overcome it. This, with his habits, and the great 
magnitude of the arm, makes the prognosis doubt- 
ful. There is great probability of his having mania- 
a-potu. 

Brandy with morphia, half a grain at a time, were 
given him. The wound was slightly closed by a 
single stitch, and the arm enveloped in lead water 
and Jaudanum, placed on a bed of cotton. 

There has been no return of the circulation by the 
anastomosing vessels; the hand iscold. In old per- 
sons the capillary vessels do not dilate so easily. 
There is, then, no chance for the recovery of the 
arm, and, upon consultation, it has been determined 
to amputate. 

Some congestion of the vessels of the head fol- 
lowed the administration of the ether. Its complete 
effect was finally established, and a modification of 
the circular operation was performed. The skin 
was dissected back in two flaps, retracted, and the 
muscles divided circularly. 

Dr. P. remarked that the great advantage of the 
administration of ether was that it took off the shock 
of the operation. Both mentally and physically, 
the shock of an operation was like that of the injury, 
and he believed there was no question about the 
fact that the use of ether had diminished the mor- 
tality dependent on operations. It was well to take 
the precaution, with muscular men, to have two 
tourniquets. 

The patient should have stimulants freely admin- 
istered, milk punch, wine whey, &c. 





DEFERRED REPORTS. 
JUNE Isv. 
Service of Dr. Neill. 
(Reported by Mr. J. B. Hayes.) 

Venereal Disease—-Gonorrhea, with Stricture.—It is 
impossible to present a succinct account of diseases 
in the examination of clinical patients. We will 
pursue our ordinary plan of examining cases: first, 
examine its physical characters, then inquire into 
its history, and consider its pathology, prognosis, 
and treatment. 

This man has not many marked symptoms of re- 
cent gonorrheea. He has not the red glans, swol- 
len prepuce, nor yellowish-green discharge. The 
orifice of the urethra alone is red and swollen, and 
the discharge is milky white. We will say that this 
is a chronic case. He has had the disease twelve 
months, and at times has considered himself well. 
He has scalding, and a frequent desire to urinate; 
the stream is not of the same size as usual. 

On other occasions I have shown that two other 
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pathological conditions are to be associated with 
chronic gonorrhea, namely, cystitis and stricture, 
and the question occurs, is this true gonorrhea or 
one of its sequences ? 

Stricture is so constantly connected with puru- 
lent discharge, especially in the early part of the 
day, that we never can make a positive diagnosis 
without examination of the urethra by direct means, 
The best instrument for exploration is a metallic 
bougie, No. 8 or 9 of the Edinburgh series, of which 
12 is the highest number. 

There is pain here in its introduction, and resist- 
ance three inches beyond the orifice, and at the 
membranous portion. 

Running is characteristic of stricture, and is not 
always gonorrheal. We may treat it at first, when 
there is much discharge, as a gonorrhoea; then 
make an examination of the urethra and dilate by 
instruments. 

It is not usually a dense, hard, linear stricture, 
but an effusion,of lymph beneath the mucous lining 
of the canal. 


Treatment.—We will order a saline diuretic. This 
will diminish the discharge in ten days, and change 
it to a pearly white color. A full sized bougie is 
occasionally to be passed. 


Case 2d.—Was here the last day with swelled tes- 
ticle. You will recollect him by the numerous scars 
in the groin from a bubo. He has also a penile fis- 
tula. There is a marked change in the size of the 
testicle; it is more natural. 

He was put on the treatment for gonorrhcea, be- 
cause we looked on the orchitis as a continuation of 
gonorrheeal disease. 


Case 8d.—Has had a urethral running three weeks, 
and excessive pain on urination for six months, at 
times thinking himself entirely well. A recent go- 
norrhoea on an old one aggravates the symptoms, 
The stream is somewhat forked; this occurs in acute 
gonorrhea. 

On examining the urethra we find the instrument 
arrested at the membranous portion. 


Treatment.—Allow me to say here that there are 
no means by which the disease may be cut short. 
The abortive treatment has generally proved a fail- 
ure. Strong solutions of nitrate of silver, or any 
thing else, are injurious. If this man is treated by 
cubebs aad copaiva he will never get well. He as- 
serts that he has tried a dozen doctors and a hun- 
dred medicines. 

A saline diuretic depletes the congested mucous 
membrane, and is much more rational than a stimu- 
lating diuretic. Dilatation by metallic bougies will 
also be necessary. 
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Case 4th.—Syphilitic Tubercle.—There are two 
kinds of venereal disease. Gonorrhcea is a type of 
one; chancre of the other. This man is suffering 
from the consequences of a chancre. This ulcer on 
the shoulder is the result of syphilitic poison. The 
scars on different portions of his body show a con- 
stitutional vitiation. 

Ulceration of the throat, which he has, is often 
an early secondary symptom after the reception of 
a chancre. This has been touched with nitrate 
of silver, and is healing. 

He has had no chancre in five years, and has not 
probably been constitutionally treated. 

This ulceration of the shoulder goes by the name 
of syphilitic tubercle. It is a destruction of hard- 
ened tissue, followed by sloughing. 


Treatment.—A solution of chloride of zinc has been 
applied to it, and we are endeavoring to bring about 
the healthful action of granulation and cicatriza- 
tion. 

He will be put under the use of iodide of potas- 
sium, five grains three times a day, to get rid of the 
constitutional taint. 


Iupus.—This woman has been in the house some 
time with an affection of the breast. There is a 
long, deep, ulcerated groove crossing the right 
mamma, presenting exactly the appearance of the 
fissure which you have now several times seen re- 
maining after extirpation of the breast. 

The patient does not present the general appear- 
ance of one laboring under the cancerous cachexia; 
but there are a few suspicious hard tubercles in the 
skin surrounding the ulccr. 

This disease is of 15 years duration. It is more 
frequently manifested in other portions of the body, 
and belongs to the class of cancroidal affections for 
which there are many terms: lupus, cheloid, or 
rodent ulcer and recurrent fibroid tumor, &c. It is 
malignant only so far as its durability is concerned. 

On the face, this disease appears like the exuda- 
tion of acrusty wart, when picked off leaving an 
excavation, again scabbing and increasing slowly in 
size, in an aggravated form, involving part of the 
nose and eye, and even consuming one half of the 
face. 

The prognosis in cancer is marked and decided, 
but there is nothing self-limiting in this disease. It 
may last for an indefinite number of years. 


Treatment.—She has greatly improved under chlo- 
ride of zinc, first applied as a caustic to remove the 
sloughing tissue, and subsequently in weak solu. 
tion. The general health must be sustained. 


Compound Fracture of the Thigh.—This is brought’ 
before you again to show you the progress of the 
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affection. There was much bruising and infiltration 
of the limb. It was in a very unsatisfactory condi- 
tion compared with the present. 

There is a free puriform discharge from the 
wound on the posterior portion of the limb, and a 
collection of pus on the inside of the limb below the 
knee, which we will open in a short time. 

There is never any advantage in allowing large 
puriform collections to remain in the flesh and 
joints. 

There has been a little fear in opening abscesses 
in or near joints. They should be opened, and the 
patient not allowed to suffer from them. 


PRACTICE. 


Simple Fracture of the Thigh, New Case.—This 
fracture, about the middle of the shaft, was occa- 
sioned by falling froma height. He is a middle- 
aged man. The swelling has subsided. 

I have already, in numerous cases, explained to 
you the mode of extension and counter-extension in 
this fracture. . 


Here is a case in which the counter-extending 
band is of adhesive plaster, devised by Dr. Gi!bert, 
late Professor in Pennsylvania Medical College, 
useful where the perineum is tender. Incorporat- 
ing itself with the skin, it does not slip, and is very 
comfortable to this patient, whose skin is very sen- 
sitive, and by whom the ordinary perineal band 
could not be borne. 


In occasional instances it is better to have addi- 
tional means for stretching the fragments, and for 
security in maintaining the extension in children, 
who are apt to untie the apparatus when it is in 
their power. 

Here is an edjustment which I have used for the 
last few years. The ends of the extending and 
counter-extending bands are brought together at the 
middle of the long external splint, and made con- 
tinuous. A clothes-pin then twisting them, tight- 
ens both ends. This is, for instance, where it is 
necessary to use more than ordinary means of force ; 
but at the same time, I would caution you against 
the abuse of it, although it is an application of my 
own. Surgeons are often tempted to use too much 
force when it isin their power. This will cause 
chafing and ulceration of the perineum. 

You will notice the modifications of Desault’s 
splints in this instance : the elongation of the splint ; 
the application of the block; the different materials 
for making the extension and counter-extension, 
and the mode of increasing the extending force by 
twisting the bands. 


Recent Injury— Wound of the Head.—This lad, 11 
years old, presents a swelling over the parietal 
bone, with a slight wound in the centre. He has 
his senses, his skin is of good color, and there is no 
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shock or prostration. He was struck by a piece of | B. had no doubt that inflammation of the brain or its 
coal. meninges had been present. It was now gaining 

There is a depression in the bone, and it is not | flesh, and was decidedly convalescent. He observed 
connected with any perturbation of the functions of | particularly, that it was continually pulling at the 
the brain. In bumps on the head you are liable | pubic region, as if some irritation existed there, 
to be led astray by the condition they present—soft | though on a close examination, nothing was dis- 
in the middle, and hard around the edges from the | covered. He did not think it had slept 72 hours in 
lymph effused, they may be mistaken for fractures. | six weeks, being kept quiet only by continual rock- 


The edges feel like fractured bone. 

Compound fractures of the skull, with great de- 
pression of fragments, may occur in children and 
terminate favorably. We will say that the progno- 
sis is favorable here; but we know the uncertainty 
of injuries to the skull. 

The treatment is a matter of interest. In a de- 
pressed fracture what isto be done? I will say that 
the points are positive and few. There is here no 
demand for trephining. It is not a compound frac- 
ture; there is no compression of the brain, and the 
depression is not great. Compound and deeply de- 
pressed fractures in children often get well without 
trephining. 


_Treatment.-—Cold water will simply be applied to 
the head. There may be too much reaction. It will 
then be necessary to purge with calomel, apply re- 
vulsives to the feet, ice to the head, and medicine 
to keep him quiet. 





Atedical Societies. 
NORTHERN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Fripay Evenine, Marcu 111, 1859. 
Dr. Curtis, (President,) in the Chair. 
Subject for discussion: ARACHNITIS. 


Dr. J. R. Bryan considered this disease to be one 


‘ing. By degrees, the sensations of taste, hearing, 
| sight, and appetite, which had all been much im- 
paired, were restored, though as yet, it was unable 
to talk. 

| In cases of this kind, Dr. B. employed gentle al- 
| teratives, and counter-irritants, as by the unguen- 
| tum veratria, to the spine. He mentioned the above 
case to induce hope in such extreme attacks, and 
as an incentive to the medical attendant to perse- 
| vere in his treatment while life remained. 

He was much aided in the diagnosis by a know- 
ledge as to whether the patient had within a few 
months been troubled with sores or cutaneous 
affections. 

Dr. Wirttic did not agree with the last speaker ; 
to him, the diagnosis was always difficult and ob- 
scure. Cases often assume the appearance of this 
disease, and yet are really something entirely dif- 
ferent. He mentioned several instances which pre- 
| sented every symptom of arachnitis, and which 
| speedily disappeared after the exhibition of emetics. 
| This disease is not confined to children, but is 
| frequently met with in adults, and he related a 
| case of a lady, in whom it was connected with men- 
| Struation. As treatment, he generally employed 
| local blood letting, foot baths, calomel, nitre, musk, 

digitalis and jalap. Blisters he did not use, pre- 
|ferring moxa, iodine, or mercury. Should any 
| eruption have disappeared, he endeavored to recall 
;it. He scarcely thought cases could recover in 
| which effusion had taken place, though, occasional- 








of great importance, and of frequent occurrence. | ly, very desperate cases finally werecured., He had 
The symptoms are marked and easily known, | # ©48¢ where one side was paralyzed, but complete- 
though the treatment is not by any means settled. | ly recovered; and another, in which chorea after- 
He called the attention of the members present to a | wards set in, and which he succeeded in restoring 
case which he was now attending. It was achild, | to perfect health by the use of valerian and oxide of 


four years of age, which had been sick about seven 
weeks. While absent from home it was attacked 


with sick stomach, shortly after which, an eruption | 


appeared over the surface of the body, in conse- 
quence of which, it was at first supposed to be 
laboring under scarlatina. The bowels were opened 
and a febrifuge given. It became flighty, and alter- 
nated between stupor and mania, being at times 
quite ferocious, endeavoring to bite those in attend- 
ance. The skin was cool during the whole process of 
the attack, and the emaciation was extreme. Dr. B. 
used many remedies, but to no purpose. The pupils 
were sometimes dilated, andagain contracted. Dr. 


'zinc. He believed brandy to be of much value in 
| this disease. 


Dr. ATKINSON related a case of this affection 
which had occured some years ago, in which, in 
spite of all remedies, the child, aged about three 
years, sank into a profound stupor. After employ- 
ing various methods to rouse her, she was given ten 
drops of brandy, in water, every hour. Under this 
treatment, in a few days, she had completely recov- 
ered, and was able to play about, but was utterly 
unable to articulate. <A free mercurial purge was 
given her, and her mother was encouraged to hope 
that she would speedily recover her lost powers. In 
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about a week from this time she commenced to talk, 
and speedily attained to her former ability in that 
line. Dr. A. mentioned this case as being apropos 
to the one mentioned by Dr. Byran, and considere.J 
it very probable that that case would soon recover 
the power of speech. 

Dr. Bryan asked what was the opinion of the 
members concerning shaving of the head and blis- 
tering. This, he had never done, though he had 
blistered freely elsewhere. What does the blister 
do? Does it not produce an afflux of blood to a 
part already congested? Hence, he had not em- 
ployed it, but always endeavored rather to call the 
blood from the head. 

Dr. Curtis in reply to Dr. Bryan, said that he 
thought we have here a congested condition of the 
brain, at first active, but soon becoming passive. 
Blisters then may act as stimulants, and enable the 
blood vessels to unload themselves. In congestion 
of the brain in old patients, he had often thought 
that this was the way in which death is produced, 
and hence would stimulate the action of the heart 
and circulation, to relieve the congestion. He had 
seen a number of cases of arachnitis, and thought 
there was a hereditary tendency to it, as he had lost 
several children in the same family by the effusion 
resulting from this affection. He mentioned two 
cases in one family, where children had changed 
from the greatest activity toa dull stupidity, though 
they remained fleshy, and looked well. He related 
a case of a child, aged three years, who lost its 
speech after a convulsive attack, and seemed to 
know nothing for about two weeks. No change 
being noticed, he changed his treatment to a more 
stimulant plan, and recovery soon followed. _ 

Dr. SHELMERDINE mentioned a case in which the 
child was perfectly blind for two months, after it 
had otherwise completely recovered from the 
attack. After a time this passed off, and the child 
was now perfectly healthy, and could see as well 
as ever. 

Dr. Demné had early in practice a case of inflam- 
mation of the brain, high fever, the intervention of 
stupor, and all the usual symptoms of such an at- 
tack. Convulsions occurred, after which the eye 
was noticed to be opaque, which, as the patient 
convalesced, increased to a perfect cataract. He 
gave iodide of potassium, and in about two or three 
months, the opacity gradually disappeared, but left 
the child far-sighted in that eye. He observed the 
lens to split into three parts, and thought after this, 
absorption must have occurred, the same as after 
the operation. 

Dr. Butier desired to know if arachnitis ever 
appeared in an epidemic, or, rather, perhaps, en- 
demic form in Phildadelphia. He had seen it in 
this form in Burlington, N. J., confined to a par- 





ticular locality, in which nearly all the children 
resident, were affected, and many deaths ensued. 
In the diagnosis, much caution was required, as in 
malarious districts the same symptoms sometimes 
resulted from malaria, and then, the treatment in- 
dicated, would be iron and quinia in place of bleed- 
ing, ete. 

Dr. Bryan in reply to Dr. Butler would say, that 
for several years no cases of this disease would be 
observed, and then a number would occur in rapid 
succession. There was no doubt that it prevailed 
as an epidemic. 

Dr. SHELMERDINE had on several occasions seen 
cases of malarious disease which closely resembled 
disease of the brain, and which were speedily re- 
lieved by quinia. He noticed in arachnitis, an en- 
largement of the papille of the tongue, with an 
overlapping of them, like the shingles on the roof of 
ahouse. This symptom he always relied upon. 

Dr. Borer remarked that cantharidal collo- 
dion had been very successfully used by him to pro- 
duce vesication, though he thought it more apt to 
cause strangury, which he was always desirous to 
avoid. He had never seen any ill effects from it in 
cases of children. He had seen a statement to the 
effect, that there was less danger when it was em- 
ployed without remoying the hair: concerning this 
point he had no experience. 

Adjourned. 





Acdiewws and Hook Aotices. 


Anatomy, Descriptive anp Suraicat. By Henry 
Gray, F. R. S., Lecturer on Anatumy at St. 
George’s Hospital. The drawings by H. V Car- 
ter, M D., late Demonstrator of Anatomy at St. 
George’s Hospital. The dissections jointly by the 
author and Dr. Carter. With three hundred and 
sixty three engravings on wood. Philadelphia: 
Blanchard & Lea. 1859. Price, in sheep, $7; 
in muslin, $6 25. 





This is a republication of a London book on 
descriptive and surgical human anatomy, by 
the enterprising house of our townsmen the 
Messrs. Blanchard & Lea. The great feature 
of the work is in the plan adopted for illus- 
trating the text, the names being printed at 
length on each part. This plan is much more 
convenient than the method usually ewployed 
of letters or figures connectetl by lines with the 
explanation. 

There are some who object to such pictorial 
simplifications, as calculated to prevent the 
student from prosecuting his anatomical stu- 
dies upon that best and only reliable of all 
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books, the Cadaver. We, however, entertain 
no such views, and as the best evidence that 
our convictions are well founded, need only 
say that since the multiplication of illustrated 
anatomies and manuals, practical anatomy has 
actually increased in popularity. Anatomy is 
the base work of all medicine. It is confessedly 
a study attended with no small amount of 
labor, and every device which genius can pro- 
duce having a tendency to remove difficulties 
in the way of acquisition, we are disposed to 
encourage. Gray’s Anatomy is an important 
step in this direction. The plan is one which 
will recommend it to the practitioner likewise, 
as an occasional glance would enable him to 
recal and freshen what is only tuo prone to 
escape or become indistinct. 

The publishers have produced the American 
edition in a manner unexceptionable, so far as 
cotrectness of text, type, and quality of paper 
are concerned, but the muslin binding strikes 
us as not sufficiently stout and durable for a 
work which must needs be subjected to much 
handling. 





Menorrs oF Joun Griscom, LL. D., late Professor 
of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy; with an 
account of the New York High School, Society for 
the Prevention of Pauperism, the House of Refuge, 
and other institutions. Compiled from an auto- 
biography and other sources. By Joun H. Gris- 
com, M D., pp. 427. New York: Robert Carter 
& Brothers. 1859. 


Although the subject of this memoir was 
not a medical man, many of his sympathies 
and associations were with the medical pro- 
fession. In 1812, and again in 1826, medical 
schools in connection with Rutgers’ College, 
New Brunswick, N. J., were established in 
New York, on both which occasions Dr. Gris- 
com, who had proved himself a successful in- 
dependent lecturer on chemistry and the natu- 
ral sciences, was chosen Professor of Chemis- 
try. On the latter occasion he was associated 
with Drs. David Hosack, Samuel L. Mitchell, 
Macneven, Mott, Francis, and odman—cer- 
tainly very respectable company. But respect- 
able as it was, talented as was every member 
of the faculty, the school was compelled to 
yield to overbearing political influences, and 
was broken down, while promising to place 
New York on a footing in regard to medical 
education nearly or ;quite equal to that occu- 
pied by this city. 

It was as a teacher and a philanthropist, 
however, that Dr. Griscom was principally 
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known. He was among the first to popularize 
scientific lectures in New York, where for more 
than twenty years he taught school very suc- 
cessfully. He was actively instrumental in 
the formation of the American Bible Society, 
and the establishment of a House of Refuge and 
the High School in New York. 

In 1841 he retired to Burlington, N. J., 
where it was afterwards our happiness to make 
his acquaintance, gain his confidence, and re- 
ceive words of encouragement in the first years 
of our experience as a practitioner of medi- 


cine, which have served as rallying points in. 


our career. 

Dr. Griscom died in Burlington on the 26th 
of Feb., 1852, aged 77 years and five months, 
beloved by all whose privilege it was to know 
him. His memoir, so simply and faithfully 
set forth in the volume before us, would be a 
valuable addition to any library. Especially 
should it be perused by the young, that they 
may be encouraged to live lives of practical 
usefulness to their fellow men, and learn les- 
sons of industry, perseverance, and true, un- 
affected piety. 





A History oF THE DiscoveRY OF THE CIRCULATION 
oF THE Bioop. By P. FLourens, perpetual secre- 
tary of the Academy of Sciences, (Institute of 
France, ) member of the royal societies and acade- 
mies of Science of London, Edinburgh, Stockholm, 
Munich, Turin, Madrid, Brussels, etc., etc., pro- 
fessor at the museum of Natural History of Paris. 
Translated from the French, by J. C. Reeve, M. 
D.° Published by Rickey, Mallory & Co., Cincin- 
nati, 1859. 


This little book, by P. Flourens, covers, in a 
condensed form, and yet sufficiently ample, the 
literature of the circulation of the blood, and 
lymphatic system, and concludes with two 
chapters devoted to Guy Patin, the eccentric 
and talented opponent of the modern medical 
discoveries. We hail this book with more than 
ordinary pleasure, not only on account of the 
extraordinary power of avalysis and condensa- 
tion exhibited by the author, but because we 
hope it may tempt some of the leisure and 
learning of the profession to operate in a simi- 
lar direction. ‘The materials for historic medi- 
cine are abundant, though to be sure somewhat 
scattered, and their collection and arrangement 
into systematic monographs would be most 
acceptable to every accomplished physician. 
The translation is creditable to Dr. Reeve’s 
scholarship, and the execution of the publish- 
ers, unexceptionable. 
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We are in the regular receipt of several 
publications, which, though not strictly medi- 
eal, contain much that is of interest to the 
medical man. Among these are the follow- 
ing :-— 

1. The Scientific American.—This sterling 
scientific newspaper has just been very much 
enlarged, and otherwise improved. Jt is de- 
voted to the interests of applied science, par- 
ticularly in the department of mechanics, 
where it is perfectly at home. It is not often 
that it meddles with medical science, and we 
must be allowed to say that we never knew it 
to do so without exemplifying the wisdom of 
the proverb, ‘Ne sutor supra crepidam.” 
The field of mechanics is wide enough for it, 
and it knows how to cultivate that. Every 
number contains matter of real interest to the 
medical man as an intelligent observer of the 
progress of the mechanic arts, and we heartily 
recommend it to the notice of our numerous 
readers. It is published weekly in a form 
suitable for binding, each number containing 
sixteen pages of letter-press, with numerous 
illustrations, making a yearly volume of 832 
pages of useful matter, not contained in any 
other paper. Terms $2 a year, or $1 for six 
months. Club rates reduce these terms. Spe- 
cimen numbers sent. Address Munn & Co., 
Publishers, No. 37 Park Row, New York.* 


2. The Century.—This is a weekly national 
newspaper of politics, commerce, finance, eco- 
nomy, literature, science and art. Expressing 
no opinion of its politics, with which we have 
nothing to do, we commend this paper to the 
notice of our readers as one of the most ably, 
probably the most ably conducted weekly pa- 
per in this country. It is published at 37 
Park Row, New York, by Thomas McElrath, 
at $2.50 a year for a single copy, or $4 for 
two copies in advance. 


3. The Southern Rural Magazine, Ameri- 
can Cotton Planter, and Soil of the South.— 
This magazine, which is published monthly in 
Montgomery, Ala., at $1 a year, by N. B. 
Cloud, M. D., is an ably conducted agricultu- 
ral and rural journal, especially adapted to 
the wants, of course, of the section of country 
in which it is published. We commend it to 
our readers as worthy of a hearty support. 


_ 4. De Bow’s Review.—This work is pub- 
lished monthly at New Orleans and in Wash- 








* Will the publishers do us the favor to forward 
Nos. 1 and 2 of the new series, as they have failed 
to reach us. —Eps. 
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ington City at $5 perannum. It is conducted 
by that eminent political economist, J. D. B. 
De Bow, Esq., and is replete with matter per- 
taining to the economic interests of the coun- 
try, particularly of the South and West, in- 
cluding statistics of foreign and domestic in- 
dustry and enterprise. 

5. Godey’s Lady’s Book.—This work, pub- 
lished, as everybody knows, by Louis A. Go- 
dey, in this city, at $3 per annum, we have 
frequently spoken of. It is a book for the 
ladies, as its name implies; but as these form 
a necessary part of every physician’s family, 
it follows that it is a book for every physician. 
So, take the Lady’s Book, if you wish to 
please a very essential portion of your family. 
The engravings are often superb. The fash- 
ions, the ladies always want to see. Much of 
the reading matter might be improved. 





* * John J. Elwell, M. D., a member of 
the Cleaveland, (Ohio) bar, and one of the 
editors of the Western Law Monthly, published 
in that city, announces a ‘“ Medico-Legal 
Treatise on Mal-practice and Medical Evi- 
dence, constituting the Elements of Medical 
Jurisprudence.” It is to be a large 8vo work, 
price $5 00, and will soon be issued from the 
press of John S. Voorhees, of No. 20 Nassau 
street, New York. 

The subject is of great interest to the phy- 
sician, and especially to the surgeon, and if it 
is handled with ability, the work will be an 
important addition to the medical library. Of 
its merits we will speak at length when the 
work issues from the press. 





Chitorial, 


Attendance on Medical Lectures in London, 
—We have become so accustomed to hearing 
the names of distinguished teachers in the 
various departments of medicine and surgery 
in London, that we fancy that large numbers 
of students and practitioners will avail them- 
selves of the privilege of hearing them. 

On this point Dr. A. B. Palmer, senior edi- 
tor of the Peninsular and Independent Medi- 
cal Journal, writes as follows from London to 
that journal : 

Dr. Walshe has delivered only one set clini- 
eal lecture this term, which one I had the 
pleasure of hearing. It was upon mediastinal 
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tumors, and based upon a case which occurred 
some time before. It was an exceedingly able 
lecture, philosophical and discriminative— 
analyzing closely all the symptoms, comparing 
them with such as might have been produced 
by other pathological conditions, and with 
which they might have been confounded, &c.; 
and it was delivered in the clinical lecture 
room to just thirteen students, two of whom 
were asleep during most of the hour. The 
places of these sleeping ones were supplied by 
another American physician and myself, so 
that there was still an audience of a baker’s 
dozen. I have been’astonished everywhere to 
find the classes listening to lectures, so small. 
There is only a dozen attending Dr. Jenner’s 
lectures on pathological anatomy ; some fifteen 
or sixteen Mr. Erichsen’s clinical lecture, which 
I heard ; and in the large school and hospital 
of St. Bartholomew, the classical Dr. West, in 
his regular course on obstetrics, is lecturing to 
between thirty and forty; and Dr. Murphy, 
in the same regular course, at University Col- 
lege, is addressing about half that number. 
The largest class I have seen assembled for a 
lecture was at Dr. Garrod’s, at University 
College, and that was between fifty and sixty. 
The reason of this is to be found in the large 
number of schools, and the more moderate 
number of students studying in the Metropo- 
lis. The practice of lecturing to so few gets 
the professors in the habit of being dull in 
their manner. Asa body, they are much more 
prosy than those I have been accustomed to 
hear in our own country. 

Dr. Garrod is an active and industrious man, 
and is on duty in the hospital. He has fewer 
students attending in his ward than Dr. Walshe. 
I think I have not seen present more than 
half a dozen, and the average of those attend- 
ing the physicians in their wards in all the hos- 
pitals, is but little over this number. The 
surgeons are generally better attended, their 
numbers being from ten to twenty-five, at 
most, except when there are operations in the 
amphitheatres. 





na We are pleased to observe that our 
friend and collaborator, Dr. Louis Elsberg, of 
New York, has become associated with Dr. 
Wm. Elmer in the editorial management of 
the North American Medical Reporter. 

This work—which is published monthly— 
is retrospective in its character, giving the 
titles of the leading original articles published 
in American and a few foreign medical periodi- 
cals, and abstracts of articles in the different 
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departments of medical literature, the whole 
being methodically arranged. 

We congratulate Dr. Elmer on the acquisi- 
tion of Dr. Elsberg, as we know him to be an 
industrious and intelligent collaborator. Can- 
not Drs. Elmer and Elsberg get the Reporter 
into their own hands ? 





aq We are requested by the publishing 
committee of the Medical Society of New Jer- 
sey, to say that the Transactions for the last 
year are ready. 

Those members of district societies who do 
not receive copies will be supplied by inclosing 
a three cent stamp (to pay postage) to Dr. G. 
Grant, Newark, N. J. 





ILLusTRATIONS OF MatertA MeEpIca.— 
We would call the attention of our readers to 
the advertisement in this week’s number of a 
series of specimens, drawings, &c., for illus- 
trating a course of lectures on materia medica, 
as affording a rare opportunity to procure such 
a collection at a reasonable price. 
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FOREIGN. 
Condensed from recent English journals, by T. A. 
Demmi, M: D. 

Sixteen Calculi removed from the same 
Bladder.—A man of about 60 years of age, 
(Med. Times and Gaz..) was recently admitted 
into Guy’s Hospital in a dying state. Caleculi 
were detected in the bladder; but it was too 
late to operate, and death occurred in a few 
hours. On post-mortem examination, the kid- 
neys were found diseased, and the bladder 
enormously enlarged, and in the latter were 
contained sixteen calculi, all of equal dimen- 
sions, the diameter of cach being about equal 
to that of a shilling piece. 








Treatment of Varicose Veins by Blistering. 
The radical treatment of varicose veins, which 
at present is usually preferred, consists of the 
application of pins or needles beneath the 
vein, laying a piece of bougie over it, and then 
applying the twisted suture around the pins 
and over the bougie. Latterly Mr. Ure, (Lan- 
cet) has treated several cases of varix success- 
fully by repeated blistering over the veins, 
the result being consolidation and subsequent 
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obliteration. A radical cure is, therefore, 
effected as completely as when the needles 
have been employed. This plan deserves a 
fair trial. 





New Needle for the Wire Suture.—Mr. C. 
Murray has invented a needle which entirely 
removes the obstacle to the neat and easy ap- 
plication of the wire suture, when the wire as 
with the ordinary needle is passed through 
the eye and doubled backwards. In Mr. 
Murray’s contrivance, (Lancet) the wire, in- 
stead of being passed through an eye at right 
angles to the long axis of the needle, passes 
along a conical canal, the larger end of which 
is at the side of the instrument, commencing 
as a groove, the smaller end opening at the 
heel of the needle. By the simple expedient 
of turning the smallest possible piece of wire 
upon itself, the wire is prevented from escap- 
ing. At the same time, the doubled portion 
of the wire offers no impediment to the pas- 
sage of the needle, since it is concealed within 
the grooved canal. 





Light the only cause of Purulent Ophthal- 
mia of Infants.—Mr. Ballard (Lancet,) has 
written an original paper upon the above sub- 
ject. The generally received opinion that the 
disease is the result of contact with vaginal 
secretions is disputed,—Ist, because the dis- 
ease does not appear until several days after 
birth; 2d, ‘extreme cases of leucorrhoea and 
yet no ophthalmia if the room was kept dark ; 
3d, no leucorrhoea and yet ophthalmia, the 
room being kept light. 

The proofs in favor of light being the cause 
of the disease are, Ist. Expose an infant to 
bright light, and you can prognosticate the 
occurrence of the disease, 2d. It never pre- 
vailsif the child is kept in the dark. 3d. That 
a cases had been cured by obscuration 
only, 





Pigmentum Album in some Cutaneous Ma- 
ladies—Mr. Alfred Freer, (Lancet, June 18,) 
speaks in the highest terms of pigmentum 
album—common white paint, composed of a 
mixture of linseed oil and carbonate of lead 
rubbed up into a semi-liquid substance—in 
some forms of cutaneous eruptions, particu- 
larly in erysipelas, and the various forms of 
eczema. Mr. Freer has also used it in other 
forms of skin eruption, as herpes in its several 
forms, smallpox, carbuncle and furuncle, and 
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also in burns.’ He says—‘ The paint seems 
to act in two ways: first, and chiefly, as an 
efficient excluder of the air—that great irri- 
tant to the cutaneous surface, when disor- 
dered; and secondly, as a direct sedative to 
the sentient nerve filaments, rendering them 
less prone to become involved in inflammatory 
action. In boils, it relieves the ‘painful ten- 
sion and favors resolution. In some forms of 
painful ulcers of the leg of a small size, it 
gives great relief. In galling of the skin 
where anasarca is present, it is also of use, 
and is the best application we have in burns 
of the first and second degree. But it is in 
erysipelas that its triumph is most manifest ; 
the patient soon finds the comfort of it; the 
tight, shining skin soon becomes wrinkled and 
shrunken, indeed, the inflammation very rarely 
extends after the second or third painting.” 
“The mode of applying it is by means of a 
feather, painting the affected parts, and a little 
beyond, and laying on a fresh coat every two 
hours or so, until a thick layer is obtained, 
and then sufficiently often to maintain a 
covering.” 

Mr. Freer finds it far superior to lead lo- 
tions, mucilage, hot fomentations, nitrate of 
silver or collodion. 





The Tobacco Question.—This question has 
excited much more discussion among the pro- 
fession of England than of this country. The 
following remarks on the subject, we copy 
from the London Lancet of April 16. 

Dr. Seymour has addressed a letter to Lord 
Shaftsbury on Lunatic Asylums, in which he 
fully endorses all that has been urged against 
excessive smoking. He does not pretend that 
smoking in moderation is likely to produce 
the baneful results he pictures, but denounces 
excess with no ordinary warmth. His obser- 
vations are really very sound and judicious, 
and we think we shall do a service in trans- 
cribing them, as the experience of a physician 
whose observations extend over a long period 
of practice :—* To say that smoking in mode- 
ration, like drinking wine in moderation tends 
to destroy the mind and body, would be to 
assert what the experience of the civilized 
world is opposed to. But no one who is con- 
versant with disease can doubt for a moment 
that smoking to excess or immoderately ends 





1 Dr. T. J. Cogley, of Madison, Indiana, we think 
it -was, recommended through the journals some 
years since, the application of white paint in burns, 
and quoted some remarkable cases in illustration.— 
Eps. Mep. Sura. Rep. 
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in destruction of body and mind. Some 
young men, still in their teens, smoke forty or 
fifty cigars daily. Some young gentlemen of 
rank have assured nf that when at college, 
they have smoked from five in the afternoon 
until three or four in the morning for weeks 
together. The effect of excessive smoking is 
to depress the circulation; the heart becomes 
weak and irregular in its action, and the pulse 
is scarcely to be felt. The patient becomes 
frightened and loses all resolution ; once a bold 
rider, he cannot mount his horse; a carriage 
passing him rapidly in the street alarms him ; 
his appetite fails ;-his mind fills with horrors, 
imaginary crimes and imaginary punish 
ments. This state of things continues for 
years. At length the patient dies—often, very 
often suddenly. The case is explained. The 
muscular structure of the heart—of that organ 
which is to distribute strength and power to 
every part of the system, is impaired in its 
action ; the left side is thin, and in some cases 
in which sudden death has occurred, there is 
little more than a strip of muscular fibre left 
on that side. Excessive smoking is a new 
vice. How many young men at school and 
college used to smoke fifty years ago? Some 
half-dozen. How many do now? The ans- 
wer is—legion. Boys of twelve years old are 
seen early in the morning walking the streets 
with cigars in their mouths. Youths have 
consulted me who have just come from the new 
schools, now called colleges, confessing that 
they have been in the habit of smoking con- 
stantly, and these are lads just hoping to be- 
gin the business of life.” 





Gastrotomy for Stricture of the Esophagus. 
—The following remarks on this subject, we 
find in the Medical Times and Gazette, of 
April 16th: 

“‘ Mr. Cooper Foster’s second case of gastro- 
tomy on account of stricture of the esophagus 
has, we regret to say, ended as did its prede- 
cessor. At the time we first mentioned it, the 
boy was doing as well as could be expected, 
and had experienced much relief from the 
measure adopted. On the fourth day after 
the operation, symptoms of peritonis with 
collapse rather suddenly set in, and death soon 
followed. At the autopsy, it was found that 
the adhesions of the stomach where opened to 
the edges of the wound, had partially given 
way, and that some of the contents of the 
viscus had escaped into the peritonzeum. 
There were evidences of commencing perito- 
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nitis. 'The mucous membrane of the stomach 
was superficially ulcerated in several places, 
The condition in which the csophagus was 
found, furnished a most ample justification of 
the operative interference. The part affected 
was that in apposition with the trachea at its 
bifurcation, and it was so narrowed, that a 
probe could scarcely be passed through the 
diseased tract, It will be remembered that 
the disease had been caused by accidentally 
swallowing a caustic solution. 

“ Despite the unfavorable termination of the 
first two English cases, we are convinced that 
no sound reasoning can be maintained against 
the operation for the establishment of a gastro- 
cutaneous fistula in cases of irremediable ob- 
struction of the oesophagus. In both of the 
instances before us, it was done in extremis, 
and although one patient lived but two, and 
the other four days, yet it is probable that it 
did not shorten life in either instance. On 
the other hand, in both it undoubtedly miti- 
gated the horrors‘of death from starvation. 
We may assert then, that even in these, it was 
a benefit rather than otherwise, for anzesthetics 
fortunately allow us to leave out of the account 
the pain, &c., of the operation itself. In the 
last case, the disease was not malignant, and 
had the fistula once been established, and the 
adhesions become consolidated, there appeared 
no reason why life should not have been 
indefinitely prolonged. The boy’s exhausted 
condition at the time of its performance, was 
probably the reason why the process of union 
between the stomach and the abdominal wall 
was so imperfectly accomplished; and the 
lesson to be learnt from the cases, seems to be, 
that the ‘operation, to be successful, ought to 
resorted to before the patient has been allowed 
to sink so low.” 





AMERICAN. 


Pepsin.—Dr. Arthur Leared communicates 
to the Med. Times and Gazette (June 18) 
some experiments with pepsin, lately intro- 
duced with great plausibility as a remedy in 
dyspepsia. The result of Dr. Leared’s exper'- 
ments, however, were adverse to the pretensions 
of this much-vaunted remedy. He says that 
he is forced to conclude that any advantages 
supposed to be derived from its use have been 
through the medium of the mind, rather than 
of the body. Bouclault’s pepsin, with which 
Dr. L. experimented, would have to be given 
in a dose nineteen times larger than he recom- 
mends, to be of any possible advantage. 
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The quacks have been making violent 
efforts to introduce this as a remedy for 
dyspepsia in this country. The figure of a 
stalled ox, with “ Pepsin” in huge capitals 
branded on his side, has stared that rather 
eredulous individual ‘the public” in the face 
for some time. We trust that our friends will 
make use of Dr. Leared’s conclusions to put 
pepsin, as a curer of dyspepsia, where it 
belongs, that is—“‘ nowhere.” 





Extraordinarg Fecundity.—Dr. Wm. Wood, 
of East Windsor Hill, Conn., published in this 
journal, in 1856, the case of a lady who, in 
five consecutive accouchments, gave birth to 
five living children, weighing 62 lbs. 8 oz. 

Since then, a case has occurred which is 
still more remarkable, and which the doctor 
publishes in the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. He was called to attend upon Mrs. 
8., Oct. 22, 1857, when she was delivered of 
three children, one male and two females. He 
was again called, Oct. 13, 1858, when she was 
delivered of two male children, making five 
children in two confinements, in 11 months 
and 22 days. All would probably have been 
born alive, had it not been for the officiousness 
of the nurse at the first labor, who said she 
“found something hanging, and thought it 
ought to come away,” and had actually pulled 
away fifteen inches of the funis before his 
arrival. 

All were born alive, except this one. The 
twins weighed 13 lbs. 4 oz. (6 lbs. 13 oz. and 
6 lbs. 7 oz.) The triplets were not weighed. 
They were nearly as large as the twins; but, 
calling them only 5 lbs. 8 oz. each, which Dr. 
W. is confident is below their true weight, it 
gives about 30 lbs. of children in less than one 
year ! 





We have for a long time been trying to find 
toom for the following beautiful effusion from 
the pen of the poet physician, Dr. Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes of Boston. Those of our readers 
who love poetry—and we hope that many of 
them do—will appreciate it : 


THE ANATOMIST’S HYMN. 


Not in the world of light alone, 

Where God has built his blazing throne, 
Nor yet alone in earth below, 

With belted seas that come and go, 

And endless isles of sunlit green, 

Is all thy Maker’s glory seen: 

Look in upon thy wondrous frame,— 
Eternal wisdom still the same! 
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The smooth, soft air with pulse-like waves 
Flows murmuring through its hidden caves, 
Whose streams of brightening purple rush 
Fired with a new and livelier blush, 

While all their burden of decay 

The ebbing current steals away, 

And red with Nature’s flame they start 
From the warm fountains of the heart. 


No rest that throbbing slave may ask, 
Forever quivering o’er his task, 

While far and wide a crimson jet 
Leaps forth to fill the woven net 

Which in unnumbered crossing tides 
The flood of burning life divides, 

Then kindling each decaying part 
Creeps back to find the throbbing heart. 


But warmed with that unchanging flame 
Behold the outward moving frame, 

Its living marbles jointed strong 

With glistening band and silvery thong, 
And linked to reason’s guiding reins 
By myriad rings in trembling chains, 
Each graven with the threaded zone 
Which claims it as the master’s own. 


See how yon beam of seeming white 

Is braided out of seven-hued light, 

Yet in those lucid globes no ray 

By any chance shall break astray. 

Hark how the rolling surge of sound, 
Arches and spirals circling round, 

Wakes the hushed spirit through thine ear 
With music it is heaven to hear. 


Then mark the cloven sphere that holds 
All thought in its mysterious folds, 
That feel’s sensation’s faintest thrill 
And flashes forth the soverign will; 
Think on the stormy world that dwells 
Locked in its dim and clustering cells ! 
The lightning gleams of power it sheds 
Along its hollow glassy threads! 


O Father! grant thy love divine 

To make these mystic temples thine! 
When wasting age and wearying strife 
Have sapped tke leaning walls of life, 
When darkness gathers over all, 

And the last tottering pillars fall, 
Take the poor dust thy mercy warms 
And mould it into heavenly forms! 





A German savant has taken the trouble to 
count the number of hairs existing in four bu- 
man heads. He found in a blonde 140,000 
distinct hairs; in a brown, 109,440; in a 
black, 102,960; and in a red, 88,740. 
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Citrate of Iron and Strychnia.—This salt, 
which has been used with considerable success 
in Great Britain, in cases of dyspepsia of an 
atonic character, has also been found of great 
benefit in similar conditions depending on 
functional derangements of the uterus, acting 
in such cases as an emmenagogue when all 
other remedies have failed. It has a powerful 
effect in tranquilizing excitement of the nerv- 
ous system. It is represented that physicians 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, have used it with 
great success in the treatment of chlorosis, 
especially when dependent upon mental emo- 
tions, or when there has been a total suppres- 
sion of the menses, from any excitement. 

As found in the market, it usually contains 
one part of strychnia to forty-eight parts of 
citrate of iron, the dose being three grains, 
giving one-sixteenth of a grain of strychnia. 


Medical Hetws. 


Prof. E. R. Peasiee has been transferred 
to the Chair of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women in the New York Medical College, 
made vacant by the resignation of Dr. B. F. 
Barker, and Prof. Austin Flint, Jr., late of 
Buffalo, has been appointed to the Chair of 
Physiology and Microscopy. Dr. Flint holds 
the same chair in the Buffalo Medical College. 











At the late meeting of the Connecticut Medi- 
cal Society at Middletown, Dr. Ashbel Wood- 
ward, of Franklin, was re-elected President; 
Dr. J. G. Beckwith, of Litchfield, Vice Presi- 
dent; Dr. Geo. O. Sumner, of New Haven, 
Treasurer, and Dr. P. M. Hastings, of Hart- 
ford, Secretary. 

Resolutions were adopted, expressing the 
gratification of the Society that the National 
Medical Association, was to honor the State 
with their annual meeting in the city of New 
Haven in 1860, and a committee of three was 
appointed in each county to co-operate with 
the Committee in New Haven, in making 
suitable arrangements for that occasion. 





George Rennie F. R. S., has succeeded, 
says Herapath’s Journal (Journal Franklin 
Institute,) in raising the temperature of water 
by churning, up to the boiling point, 212 deg. 
Fahr., proving that the latent heat of water, 
like that of other bodies, is capable of being 
largely developed by friction. 





Persistent Types of Animal Life.—A dis. 
course on this subject, says the Medical Times 
and Gazette, of June 18th, was delivered at 
the Royal; Institution on June 3d, by Prof, 
Huxley. He considered that palzontolo. 
gists had greatly exaggerated the number 
of animals viewed as extinct. After lon 
investigation, he concluded that of 120 ordinal 
types of animals, only eight or nine types 
were extinct; and he added, on the authority 
of Dr. Joseph Hooker, the eminent botanist, 
that of the 200 ordinal types of plants, not 
one was wanting. Prof. Huxley exemplified 
his views from all departments of the animal 
kingdom—from the polyzoa up to the vertebrats 
—specimens of each being found in very loy 
strata. He did not, therefore, believe that 
there was much greater difference between the 
earth’s appearance in early geological times, 
and in our own, than there is now between the 
different regions of the globe. He remarked 
in conclusion, that the little change in the 
persistent types of animal and vegetable life 
appeared to him to “indicate that each is but 
the result of an enormous series of antecedent 
changes of form, the whole of which are per. 
haps forever hidden from us in the abyss of 
pre-geologic time.” 





Cholera and Yellow Fever,—According to 
recent accounts the cholera was prevailing at 
Calcutta the latter part of April in a very fatal 
form. 

Late arrivals from Rio Janeiro represent 
yellow fever as epidemic, and very fatal in that 
city. Some of the foreign shipping had suf- 
ferred terrible losses. 

We hear of no cases of either disease as 
yet in any part of our own country. 





A Floating Hospital for Yellow Fever px 
tients has been anchored in the Lower Bay of 
New York, thus relieving Staten Island of s 
portion, at least, of her troubles. Very hu- 
mane, no doubt, as far as the Staten Islanders 
are concerned, but what is to be said of the 
poor patients—if there should be any—who 
will, in that floating hospital, be “rocked in 
the cradle of the deep.” Will any one be re- 
sponsible for the success of this new method of 
treating yellow fever? 





Dr. Faure, says the Medical Times and 
Gazette, has invented a new method of ad- 
ministering chloroform. The mouth is closed, 
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and the patient is made to inspire air through 
one nostril, and chloroform through the other. 
He had chloroformized sixteen patients in this 
manner with perfectly satisfactory results. 


MEDICAL 





M. Renard gives the result of 936 re-vacci- 
nations. From his observations, it clearly 
results that every one ought to be re-vaccinated 
at least once in their lives. 





M. Becquerel and others have employed 
electricity with complete success in six cases, 
where the milk had been suppressed, as an ex- 
citer of the mammary secretion. 





Madame Goldschmidt, (late Jenny Lind,) 
has had a marble bust of Queen Victoria pre- 
sented to her, as a testimonial for her charita- 
ble aid to the Hospital for Consumptives and 
numerous other public institutions. 





Strange Provisions in a Will.—It was late- 
ly announced at a parochial meeting it St. 
Mary-le-bone, says the Lancet of June 25th, 
that Mr. William Kensett, a well known re- 
former of that parish, who died of cholera in 
Paris, had stipulated in his will that his body 
should be given up to one of the Medical Col- 
leges of the metropolis, for dissection, and that 
his bones and remains should then be handed 
over to the Imperial Gas Company, on condi- 
tion that they consumed them in one of their 
retorts. 





Drinking Fountains.—The authorities of 
this city have, we are informed, concluded to 
have drinking fountains erected in different 
parts of the city at an expense of $50 each. 
On the same day, we believe, it was, the au- 
thorities of New York passed an ordinance for 
the erection of drinking fountains in that city 
at an expense of $10 each. The additional 
cost in this city, is for the purpose of having the 
water cooled, before it is drawn from the foun- 
tain. 

These important public conveniences—not 
to say necessities—are being rapidly intro- 
duced into the cities and large towns of Great 
Britain, as well asour own country. The next 
generation will marvel that we ever thought of 
getting along without them! 





More than ten tons of old linen have already 
been deposited at the twelve mairies of Paris, 
for the wounded of the army of Italy. 
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A Hospital at Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, 
The Legislature has appropriated $5,000 to- 
ward the establishment of a hospital at Hono- 
lulu. King Kamehameha had started out 
himself with a subscription list, and had, when 
last heard from, received subscriptions in Ho- 
nolulu alone to the amount of $15,000. He 
was going to visit the other islands also in 
person, for subscriptions to the same object. 





Dr. S. D. Gross, Professor of Surgery in 
the Jefferson Medical College, has been elect- 
ed to the Surgical Department of the Howard 
Hospital, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Dr. R. L. Madison. The duties 
of this position are divided between Dr. D. D. 
Clark and Dr. Gross. 





The New Orleans Medical News and Hospi- 
tal Gazette thinks that even yollow fever is 
useful sometimes, inasmuch as it has the effect 
of freeing the city of that hordes of quacks, in 
the shape of Homeopaths, Hydropaths, Corn 
Doctors, Pile Doctors, etc. As soon as the 
warm June sun begins to shine between the 
shoulders of these gentry, they have loud calls 
northward. Their lives are too precious to be 
thrown intoa yellow fever grave. Thus they 
get rid of these pests of society for several 
months in the year—at our expense, it would 
seem ! 





The Legislature of New York has incorpo- 
rated a Preparatory School of Medicine in 
the city of New York. The following are the 
Lecturers—on Surgery, John O. Bronson, M. 
D.—Midwifery and Diseases of Women and 
Children, Chas. A. Budd, M. D.—Chemistry 
and Toxicology, Bern. L. Budd, M. D.—Legal 
Medicine, Hon. John H. Anthon—Physiology 
and Micrology, Charles K. Briddon, M. D.— 
Botany and Materia Medica, Geo. Thurber, 
M. D.—General and Special Pathology, Geo. 
A. Quimby, M. D. 

The Faculty are empowered, under certain 
restrictions, to confer the Degree of Bachelor 
of Medicine. 





To CorresPonpENTS.—Dr. A. Hf. S., Camden, 
Ohio—A Dr. Woodward’s Student’s Microscope, 
with specimens, was forwarded by express, by 
Queen & Co., on the 9th inst. 


Dr. McE., Camden, Ark.—The American Medi- 
cal Association is a delegate body, composed of dele- 
gates from State, county, and local medical socie- 
ties, medical schools and hospitals. Members may 
be elected by a unanimous vote of the Association. 
We hope that you will form a county society, and set 
the rest of the profession of your State an example. 
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NATHAN STARKEY, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
MEDICINE CHESTS, 
Medical Saddle Bags, Medical Pocket Cases, Portable 
Desks, Plate Chests, Gun and Pistol Cases. 
No. 116 South Eighth Street, 
Between Chestnut and Walnut Streets, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





MEDICAL SADDLE BAGS, made of Russet Bridle Leather, 
with Pat. Leather Covers. Flat Pattern, with Pockets. Box 
Pattern, with Trays to lift out. 

No. 4, cont. 24 |, Stopper Bottles, $10 
Extra, with poc 1l 
Nos. 5 & 8, a "0 ) Ground Stopper Bottles, 9 
Ext. No. 8, with pocket, 10 
A. 8, containing 24 1 oz. Fluted Vials, 8 
No. 10, cont. 16 1 oz. Ground Stopper Bottles, 8 

A. 10, cont. 20 1 oz. Fluted Vials, 7 


Pattern Drawers in Ends—Two Rows Bottles. 


No. 12, cont. 28 1 oz. Ground Stopper Bottles, gil 
1, 2tlozsz. * = 

“6h ae 20 lo. © “ 

Bxt. “ 11, “ 201loz * “« with pockets, 10 
A. “11, “ 241072. Fluted Prescription Vials, 8 
16 1 oz. Ground Stopper Bottles, 8 

A. “ 13, “ 201 0z. Fluted Prescription Vials, 7 
“ 7, cont. 24 loz. Gr’d Stopper Bottles, with pockets, 11 

A. “11, “ 24102. Fluted Vials, 8 
«13, “ 1610z Ground Stopper Bottles, 8 

A. “138, “ 201 02. Fluted Vials, 7 


Flat Pattern, with Pockets. 
No. L cont. aca, Stopper Bottles, ar 4 
“ “ 7 50 


“ Fs “ = 


Medicine Chests, for Physicians. Made of Russet Leather. 


No. 1, anes 44 Ground Stopper Bottles, : pots, $18 00 
No. 2, - 19 00 
No. 3, = re 6 - i 8 17 50 
No.4, “ 37 “ “ 4* 13 50 
No.5, * 32 “ “ 4 « 12 50 
No.6, “ 27 “ “ 4« 10 50 
No.7, “ 20 “ “ 8 50 
No.8, 15 ” - 6 50 
No.9, 14 as - 5 00 


Mahogany Medicine Chests. Wing Pattern, with brass mount- 
sing, and superior finish. 





J.H. GEMRIG, 
No. 109 South Eighth Street, below Chestnut, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, 
Trusses and Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, 
Syringes, &c. 


Manufactures to order and keeps constantly on hand a general 
assortment of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS 
of the finest quality, and most approved patterns. Gentlemen 


about to commence practice would do well to call and examine 
his large assortment of Instruments. 118 





Sulphur and Medicated Vapor Baths. 


VHE EMINENT SUCCESS which has attended the use of 
these Baths in all the principal cities of Europe, and the 
desire which has been so constantly expressed by the profes 
sion, to have a place, containing the necessary apparatus and 
attention—has induced the subscriber to open an establishmvnt 
for their especial administration at No. 1121 Spruce street. 
The institution has received the highest approval and entire 
sanction of the most eminent practitioners of this city and New 
York. Such arrangements have been made, that separate 
Reception and Bath Rooms, and appropriate attendance, is to be 
given to the different sexes, and every other privacy, convenience 
and comfort afforded to each patient. 

Visitors (especially professional) will at all times be warm 
welcomed, and every explanation as to the working and app 
cation of the Baths cheerfully rendered. 

The attending physician may be consulted, ond the baths ap- 
plied at all hours of the day or evening. 


T. HOWARD RIDGELY, M.D., 
139 No. 1121 Spruce street. 





D. W. KOLBE, 
SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER, 


32 SOUTH NINTH STREET, 
Two doors above Chestnut, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Previous to his commencing business in this city, he was 
engaged, for a considerable time, in the mast celebrated work- 
shops of Paris, Belgium and Germany, and does not hesitate te 
say, that there is no instrument, however complicated or 
minute it may be, whose construction he is unacquainted with, 
or which he could not manufacture. 

Deeply impressed with the responsibility attached to the 
maker of Instruments employed by the Surgeon, he will furnish 
nu instrument without a conscientious certainty of its being as 
perfect as it is possible to make it. 

As he has during the last three years been present at the ope- 
rations performed at the Surgical Clinics of the Colleges and 
Hospitals of Philadelphia, he trusts that he understands fully 
the wants of the Profession in this important department. He 
asks attention to his Artificial Legs, Arms, and Club-foot Appa 
ratus. 
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